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Date: November 2, 2015 
Draft: 028 

 
 

Purpose: 
 

The purpose of this document is to detail the 2015 Ecosystem Plan for the Ivy Place 
Right-of-way Enhancement Project and to provide an ongoing project report.  
 

 

Document Summary: 
 

The Ivy Place Right-of-way Enhancement project is driven by neighbours wishing to 
improve an ill-defined walkway in the midst of a Garry Oak ecosystem.  The City of 
Victoria awarded the project as a strategic plan grant on August 5, 2015.  
 
The project is located in the Oaklands neighbourhood in Victoria, B.C. 
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Although this project is on a City of Victoria Right-of-way which is not yet a 
Greenway, the concepts and planting ideas follow those of Greenways, so 
“Greenway” may be used in many places throughout the remaining document. 
 
Through onsite observations and some measurements, a detailed inventory and 
mapping was developed of the plants, pathways and pavement areas in the Ivy 
Place Greenway (see Appendix I and Appendix II).  An overview of the mapping is 
shown below.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing 1 – Overall sections of the Ivy Place Greenway 

 

This document includes the following: 

Upcoming Work: summary of specific activities planned for the upcoming work 

Consultation and events: consultation and significant events (past and planned) 

supporting overall project objectives 

Maintenance and Replacement Program: overall maintenance agreement and 

individual itemized activities supporting the maintenance program 

Detailed record: record of on-site activities accomplished in the past and planned 

for this year 
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Long term Improvement Plan: activities planned for future years 

Appendix – Mapping of Greenway Objects, Inventory of Greenway Flora, 
Background material on plants and planting techniques, Liability form from 
HAT 

 
 

 

1. Upcoming Work 
 

a. Review and approval of plans (City) 
 

We suggest this document provides adequate information for the “public 
consultation”, “detailed design”, “long-term”, and “maintenance” plan 
conditions required by the City before grant funding could be issued.  In 
order to move ahead, the City will then need to indicate its approval.  This is 
a critical path item, as the next stages need to occur promptly and can only 
occur after approval by the City. 
 

 

b. Ordering of plants (Team) 
 

The complete supply and pricing of plants has been meticulously sourced, 
and need to be ordered as soon as possible as supplies are dwindling.  
Upon the City’s approval, the plants can be ordered. 
 

 

c. Final preparation of the site (Team) 
 

After the English Ivy and other invasive plants have been removed, City 
approval, and ordering of the plants, there may be some final site 
preparation needed. 
 

 

d. Summary of November Planting Work Party (Team) 
 

The following is a summary for the Site Preparation Work Party, scheduled 
for Sunday, November 15, 1-3pm.  Detailed information is presented in the 
Detailed Report section within section 4 and can be found by “clicking” on 

the reference number or name. 
 

The following work plan as noted below for areas G-24, G-26, G-29, 
G-30 and G-31, plus the ordering of soil and plants are only 
proposals and are not confirmed until the City staff have reviewed 
them, incorporated any changes and been approved by City staff 
because they involve investments. 
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- Plant shrubs, bulbs and perennials in the West Entrance native plant 
showcase 

- Modify pathway near East Entrance to deal with drainage. 

- Continue removing English Ivy from East to West in the South Trees 
area and plant shrubs 

- Plant shrubs and trees to replace English Holly (S-13) at West Hilltop 

- Continue to remove English Ivy from all Garry Oaks and other trees 

- Cut back St. John’s Wort, S-10, along the West Climb. 

- Remove other annuals and perennials throughout site. 

- Clean up the shrubs and invasives at the Side Path 

- Remove remaining English Ivy, G-12, along the top of the hill  

- Add remaining trees to inventory survey 

- Removal of garbage 
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2. Consultation and events 
 

The Ivy Place Right-of-way project has developed a working group of 
interested neighbours, community members and support members.  The 
working group consists of about 15 neighbours immediately adjacent to and in 
close proximity to the Ivy Place Right-of-way, as well as community members 
in Oaklands, support organizations (including ITO and HAT) and a well-known 
native garden consultant, Pat Johnston (see Picture 1 below). 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

All members of the working group (approximately 25) are provided regular 
email and face-to-face updates of the full working documents, ample 
opportunity to provide feedback, and invitations to all events.  Members of the 
working group have been engaged in onsite mapping, onsite invasive plant 
removal/work parties, neighbourhood meetings and input into the strategy 
and direction of the project.  New members are encouraged to join the group. 
 
This group has met together on Sept 8 and Oct 3 to consult neighbours on 
key issues, interests and the opportunity for Ivy Place.  This working group 
has been very effective in organizing event planning and priorities, and has 
been an integral part in the success of the project thus far.   
 
Habitat Acquisition Trust (HAT) has an active role in the Ivy Place Right-of-
way community restoration project as an integral part of the community 
outreach, stewardship and technical support.  HAT has focused on the Ivy 

Ivy Place  

Right-of-way 

Neighbours 
adjacent or in 

close proxomity 

Picture 1 - Neighbours within the Ivy Place Greenway working group 
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Place Right-of-way project for its 2015 Urban Forest Good Neighbours 
Project in Victoria.   The Good Neighbours program works with private 
landowners to adopt sustainable land practices through stewardship of their 
properties.  HAT canvased 160 residential addresses in the Ivy Place area to 
engage a larger audience to gather interest and support from the 
neighbourhood as shown in Picture 2  below.  HAT also provides the liability 
insurances needed for the project.   
 

 
 

 
 

Picture 2 – Coverage of HAT Good Neighbours Program in Victoria 

 
 

History 

 
Aug 5-14: onsite mapping work with neighbours (see Appendix I and 

Appendix II), and gather input from neighbours 
 
Aug 20:  onsite work discussion with HAT and Pat Johnston 
 
Aug 25:  further onsite work with neighbours 
 
Aug 26:  onsite tour and discussion with ITO 
 
Aug 27:  document update sent to neighbours 
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Sept 3:  discussions with ITO and HAT 
 
Sept 4:  major onsite work on West Entrance with neighbours 
 
Sept 8:  neighbour meeting and discussion of the Ivy Place Greenway 

working group including power point presentation 
 
Sept 14: walk through with Ben Isitt, met some neighbours 
 
Oct 3: neighbour work party with 16 volunteers of the Ivy Place Greenway 

working group to pull invasive plants and prepare the site  
 
 
Upcoming 

 
Nov 15, Sunday, 1-3pm; neighbour planting work party with working group 
 
Nov-Dec:  if needed, potential bulb and perennial planting event 
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3. Maintenance and Replacement Program 
 

A maintenance and replacement program to support the Ivy Place Right-of-
way Strategic Plan project.  Find a summary of the program below: 
 
- ITO is committed to ensure that sufficient volunteers are drawn from the 

adjacent property owners and neighbours through the Ivy Place Right-of-
way working group and are available for 2 years of watering, weeding and 
natural area maintenance for the planted areas and pathway as detailed in 
the Ecosystem Plan ensuring plants are established.  Water will be 
supplied from neighbour sites.    

 
- For the first two years, a maintenance report will be produced 

documenting the progress of the maintenance activities and highlighting 
any concerns or issues.  Plants that have failed will be replaced and the 
pathway will be regularly maintained. 
 

- A detailed list of yearly scheduled maintenance functions are listed below.  
This information is summarized from the Detailed Report in Section 4 

which can be found by “clicking” on the reference number or name.  
 

 
Detailed list of schedule maintenance functions 

 
 

1.a Remove Garbage 

 
A volunteer from the team is tasked with ensuring at least once a week 
that garbage is picked up throughout the site and will be removed by 
the team.   
 
 

1.b.i Remove isolated invasive plants 
 

Each year in late summer, check for return of the following invasive 
plants Scotch Broom [Side Path, S-22], Himalayan Blackberry [West 
Hilltop, S-16 and West Entrance], Daphne [West Entrance, S-24; Side 
Path, G-19], Honesty (Lunaria annua) [Central Field, G-20], Canada 
Thistles [East Border, G-22], and English Holly [West Hilltop, S-13].  If 
any invasive plants are found, document location and remove. 
 
 

1.b.i.1 Remove Bluebells (Camas Fields; G-5) 

 
Each year in spring, as the flowers are blooming check for bluebells in 
Camas Fields G-5 amongst the camas and remove bluebell bulbs.  
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Other areas should be checked and if found, document location and 
remove. 
 
 

1.b.ii Remove English Ivy from Garry Oaks 

 
Each year in late summer, T-37 Fir Tree and T-43 Garry Oak 
should be checked that G-13 and G-28 English Ivies have not 
started to encroach and grow back.  
 If they have grown back, document and remove.  If possible, 
further efforts should be made to completely remove the root of G-
28 English Ivy.  All remaining Garry Oaks and large trees should be 
checked that English Ivy has not returned.  If so, document and 
remove. 
 
 

1.b.iii Clear Central and East areas completely from English Ivy 

 
Each year in late summer, check that all English Ivy is completely 
absent from East Border, East Entrance, Camas Fields, Central 
Field and North Trees sections.  If not, document locations, and 
remove them so that the above areas remain free of English Ivy.  

 
 

1.b.iv Clear West Entrance completely from English Ivy and other 
invasive plants 

 
Each year in late summer, check that the English Ivy at G-27 and 
other invasive plants through the West Entrance have not started to 
encroach the area.  Remove and document as appropriate.  

 
 

1.b.v Remove or reduce Laburnum and St John’s Wort from 
along West Climb 

 
Each year in late summer, check that the English Ivy at G-27 and 
other invasive plants through the West Entrance have not started to 
encroach the area.  Remove and document as appropriate.  
 

 
1.b.vi Maintain Snowberry at the West Entrance 

 
The Snowberry, S-25 should recover, and the plan is to let it 
continue to grow, but growth kept under control.  Each year it 
should be checked and pruned as necessary, but not cut down. 
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1.b.vii Remove English Ivy from rocks 

 
Each year, check that English Ivy G-21 has not regrown on the R-5 
in the South Tree area and nearby rocks.  Remove as necessary. 

 
 
1.b.viii Remove non-native annuals and perennials throughout site 

 
Each season, a visual scan will be made of the entire site for other 
non-native annuals and perennials.  They will be noted and 
removed as appropriate. 

 
1.e West Entrance native plant showcase 

 
After the sections G-24, G-26, G-29, G-30 and G-31 have been 
planted, these sections will need to be monitored each year for 
return of weeds, including Yellow Archangel. 

 
 

1.f Clean up Side Path 

 
Each year in late summer, ensure that G-19 and G-17 English Ivy 
and S-6 and S-7 shrubs are pruned. 
 

 
1.g Add to inventory survey 

 
Each year check if any new items need to be added to the 
inventory, add as appropriate (see Appendix I and Appendix II). 
.   

 
1.h Remove English Ivy along the top of the hill 

 
Each year make sure the English Ivy does not grow back along the 
top of the hill. 
 
 

1.i Remove English Ivy from East to West around Central Field 

 
Each year make sure the English Ivy does not grow back in section 
G-7, G-9 and cleared section of G-18. 
 
 

1.j Walkway drainage considerations 
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Each year in winter after significant rains have fallen, check that the 
drainage techniques used to reduce drainage on the trail are 
working appropriately.  Re-enforce as necessary. 

 

4. Detailed Report 
 

References:  
Mapping of Greenway Objects: Appendix I 
Inventory of Greenway Flora: Appendix II 

 
 

1. This Year’s Plan (2015) 
 

The following section describes details for the following aspects for each area: 
observations, assigned actions to particular events and maintenance. 
 
Note:  The ordering of plants and soil/mulch noted within this document 
and those reliant on the ordering are only proposals and not confirmed 
until the City staff have reviewed them, incorporated any changes and been 
approved by City staff because they involve investments. 
 

Find below a listing of the total number of plants required for new plantings in 
all sections and the locations as shown in Drawing 2 (based on final 

availability, substitutions may be required): 
 

- 10 Evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum) 
- 8 Licorice ferns (Polypodium glycyrrhiza) 
- 14 Low Oregon Grape (Mahonia nervosa) 
- 29 Sword fern (Polystichum munitum) 
- 3 Red Flowering Currant (Ribes sanguinium)  
- 12 Woodland strawberry (Frageria vesca) 
- 3 Ocean Spray (Holodiscus discolor) 
- 6 Trillium (Trillium ovatum) 
- 9 Red columbine (Aquilega formosa) 
- 16 Fringecup (Tellima grandiflora) 
- 10 Shooting star (Dodecatheon hendersonii) 
- 12 Camas (Camissia quamish) 
- 9 Fawn lily (Erythronium oregonum) 
- 6 Nodding onion (Allium cernuum) 
- 6 Yerba beuna (Satureja douglasii) 
- 4 Pearly everlasting (Anaphalis margaritacea) 
- 20 Stonecrop (Sedum spathulifolium) 
- 6 Stonecrop (Sedum oregonum) 
- 6 Stonecrop (Sedum lanceolate) 
- 12 Star flower (Trientalis arctica) 
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- 6 Meadowrue (Thalictrum occidentalis) 
- 6 Hooker's fairybells (Disporium hookeri) 
- 6 Wild bleeding heart (Dicentra formosa) 
- 6 Salal (Gaulthier shallon) 
- 10 Assorted other native 
- 2 Hardhack (Spiraea douglasii) 
- 2 Red osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing 2 – Locations for all new plantings 

 

 
The team has sought price quotes and availability from multiple suppliers to 
ensure the most efficient use of the available funds.   
 
The liability for work parties are supported by policies of the Habitat 
Acquisition Trust, see Appendix IX.  

 
 

a. Remove Garbage 
 

Observation:  Before this project began, there was garbage found in 
various places throughout the site.  The garbage can interfere with the 
growth of the natural systems, is unsightly and attracts more garbage.  
Through this project, the team removed significant amounts of garbage 

West Entrance 
native plant showcase 

Holly replacement 

Around Central Field 

East Entrance 
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throughout the site.  In the future, from time-to-time there may sporadic 
further garbage that appears. 
 
Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  Garbage found at any 
place throughout the site will be removed by the team.   
 
Maintenance:  A volunteer from the team is tasked with ensuring at least 
once a week that garbage is picked up throughout the site and will be 
removed by the team.   
 

 
b. Remove Invasive plants and trim plants 

 

Observation:  Before this project began, the site had many invasive 
plants that were choking out the native plants.  While completely removing 
all invasive plants from the site would be beyond the resources available 
in the 2015 plant, through this 2015 project most of the invasive plants 
with minimal consequences have been removed.    

 
i. Remove isolated invasive plants 

 
Observation:  Before the project began, there were several 
invasive plants on the site that had only a few, small, isolated 
specimens.  Through this project, many of those isolated plants 
were removed, therefore, getting closer to eradicating those plants 
from the entire Greenway.  Here is a list of some of the key invasive 
plants that have been removed:  Scotch Broom [Side Path, S-22], 
Himalayan Blackberry [West Hilltop, S-16 and West Entrance], 
Daphne [West Entrance, S-24; Side Path, G-19], Honesty (Lunaria 
annua) [Central Field, G-20], Canada Thistles [East Border, G-22], 
and English Holly [West Hilltop, S-13]. 
 
Maintenance:  Each year in late summer, check for return of the 
following invasive plants Scotch Broom [Side Path, S-22], 
Himalayan Blackberry [West Hilltop, S-16 and West Entrance], 
Daphne [West Entrance, S-24; Side Path, G-19], Honesty (Lunaria 
annua) [Central Field, G-20], Canada Thistles [East Border, G-22], 
and English Holly [West Hilltop, S-13].  If any invasive plants are 
found, document location and remove.   For the most appropriate 
time for removal see Appendix III - Best months to kill invasive 
plants. 

 
1. Remove Bluebells (Camas Fields; G-5) 
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Observation:  There are numerous bluebells inter mixed 
with the Camas in the Camas Field, G-5.  They are hard to 
identify until spring. 
 
Maintenance:  Each year in spring, as the flowers are 
blooming check for bluebells in Camas Fields G-5 amongst 
the camas and remove bluebell bulbs.  Other areas should 
be checked and if found, document location and remove. 

 
 

2. Replacement of English Holly (West Hilltop; S-13) 

 
Observation:  Before this project began there was a wall of 
invasive, non-native trees at the west end of the pathway.  
Part of the West Hilltop consists of the one of the few 
English Hollies (S-13) found in the area, which would draw 
nutrients and water destined for other plants, including native 
plants and also preventing light from the other plants.  
Through this project, this shrub was removed and new native 
shrubs/trees will need to be planted at the location shown 
below in Drawing 3. 
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Drawing 3 – Location of new plantings for S-13 replacement 

 
 
Upcoming On-site Preparation before November 2015 
planting:  Order plants as listed below after approval from 
the City staff:   

 
- 1 Red Flowering Currant (Ribes sanguinium)  
- 3 Ocean Spray (Holodiscus discolor) 
 

Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  Add the 
following new plants according to the planting design as 
shown in Drawing 4 below: 

 

Former S-13 

S-17 

S-14, S-15 
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Drawing 4 - New planting design for S-13 Replacement 

 
 
 

ii. Remove English Ivy from Garry Oaks and other large trees 
 

Observation:  Invasive English Ivy growing on Garry Oaks (and 
other trees) if left unchecked can kill the trees.  Although English 
Ivy had previously been removed from almost all Garry Oaks before 
the project began or at least cut off from the roots and appropriately 
left to die, a few Garry Oaks and other trees have been found with 
fresh growing English Ivy on them.  Through this project, most of 
the remaining Garry Oaks have had English Ivy removed.  See 
pictures below, Picture 3 through Picture 8Picture 6: 
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Picture 3 – [Before] G-13 
English Ivy growing on T-37 

Fir Tree 

 

 

Picture 4 – [After] T-37 Fir Tree 
without English Ivy G-13 

 
 

 

Picture 5 – [Before] G-28 
English Ivy growing on T-43 

Garry Oak Tree 

 

 

Picture 6 – [After] T-43 Garry 
Oak without English Ivy G-28 
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Picture 7 - [After] Root of G-28 
English Ivy remains 

 

 

Picture 8 – [After] Close up of G-28 
English Ivy remaining roots 

 

 
 
Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  Check that all 
other Garry Oaks and other large trees have English Ivy removed.  
If not, document location and remove.   

 

Maintenance:  Each year in late summer, T-37 Fir Tree and T-43 
Garry Oak should be checked that G-13 and G-28 English Ivies 
have not started to encroach and grow back.  If they have grown 
back, document and remove.  If possible, further efforts should be 
made to completely remove the root of G-28 English Ivy.  All 
remaining Garry Oaks and large trees should be checked that 
English Ivy has not returned.  If so, document and remove. 
 

 
iii. Clear Central and East areas completely from English Ivy 

 
Observation:  Before the project began, invasive English Ivy had 
overwhelmed quite a few areas of the site.  Upon closer inspection, 
it was discovered that several contiguous areas are free or almost 
free of English Ivy: East Border, East Entrance, Camas Fields, 
Central Field and North Trees sections.  Through this project, all 
remaining English Ivy was removed from East Border, East 
Entrance, Camas Fields, Central Field and North Trees sections to 
ensure those areas are free from English Ivy, see Drawing 5 below. 
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Maintenance:  Each year in late summer, check that all English Ivy 
is completely absent from East Border, East Entrance, Camas 
Fields, Central Field and North Trees sections.  If not, document 
locations, and remove them so that the above areas remain free of 
English Ivy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
iv. Clear West Entrance completely from English Ivy and other 

invasive plants 
 

Observation:  The main part of the West Entrance is an “island” 
surrounded by the walkway and pavement (see Drawing 6).  Due to 
diligent work over the years from neighhbours, this area has 
significantly fewer invasive plants than other areas.  This makes it a 
prime candidate to become an area to be completely clear of 
invasive plants.  Through this project, English Ivy and other 
invasive plants have been removed from G-27 and surrounding 
areas at the West Entrance to make it essentially invasive plant-
free.  Caution was taken to ensure native Licorice Fern and other 
native plants underneath are not damaged. Indeed, after a few 
weeks, Licorice Fern covered the area where previously there was 
only English Ivy and other invasives, see Picture 9 through Picture 
14. 

 

Drawing 5 - Area free of English Ivy 
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Picture 9 – [Before] West Entrance 
rock face with English Ivy G-27 

 

 

 

Picture 10 – [After] West Entrance rock 
face without English Ivy G-27 

   
  

 

 

 

Picture 11 – [After] Sprouting native licorice fern was 
revealed after removing the English Ivy G-27 from rock face 
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Picture 12 – [After] Native licorice fern blossomed a few 
weeks after English Ivy G-27 was removed 

 

 

Picture 13 - [Before] West Entrance 
rock covered with invasives 

 

 

Picture 14 - [After] West Entrance 
rock covered with native Licorice 

Ferns 

  
 

 



Ludo Bertsch, Ivy Place Greenway            Ref:  IvyPlace_EcosystemPlan_028.docx                         Page 22 of 69 

Maintenance:  Each year in late summer, check that the English 
Ivy at G-27 and other invasive plants through the West Entrance 
have not started to encroach the area.  Remove and document as 
appropriate.  
 
 

v. Remove or reduce Laburnum and St John’s Wort from along 
West Climb  

 
Observation:  Before this project aggressive invasive plants, 
Laburnum, S-19, and St. John’s Wort, S-10 lined the West Climb.  
Through this project the entire Laburnum, S-19, including its root 
was successfully removed and the St. John’s Wort was trimmed.   
 
Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  Cut back 
further the St. John’s Wort, S-10, along the West Climb.   
 
Maintenance:  Each year the West Climb section should be 
checked for regrowth of Laburnum and return of St. Joh’s Wort and 
removed as necessary.  

 
 

vi. Maintain Snowberry at the West Entrance 

 
Observation:  There is a patch of native Snowberry, S-25, within 
the West Entrance.  It has been cut back, but the intention is to 
allow it to continue to grow.   
 
Maintenance:  The Snowberry, S-25 should recover, and the plan 
is to let it continue to grow, but growth kept under control.  Each 
year it should be checked and pruned as necessary, but not cut 
down. 
 
 

vii. Remove English Ivy from rocks 

 
Observation:  Before the project began, several rock areas were 
covered by invasive English Ivy, in the vicinity of and including G-21 
on top of R-5.  Through this project, the English Ivy from G-21 on 
top of Rock R-5 in the South Tree area and nearby rocks was 
successfully removed. 
 
Maintenance:  Each year, check that English Ivy G-21 has not 
regrown on the R-5 in the South Tree area and nearby rocks.  
Remove as necessary. 
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viii. Remove non-native annuals and perennials throughout site 

 
Observation:  Other than the plant species noted throughout this 
document and larger shrubs/trees, it is recognized that more non-
native annuals and perennials may appear throughout the site at 
different times of year.  The native ecosystem may be threatened if 
they are allowed to grow and spread.   
 
Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  A visual scan 
will be made of the entire site for other non-native annuals and 
perennials.  They will be noted and removed as appropriate. 
 
Maintenance:  Each season, a visual scan will be made of the 
entire site for other non-native annuals and perennials.  They will 
be noted and removed as appropriate. 
 
 

c. Remove Mesh Screen at East Border 

 
Observation:  There is a mesh screen attached alongside the fence next 
to the East Border that is unsightly and could cause injuries to birds and 
other animals.  We understand that former residents used it to limit 
blowing of leaves.   
 
Upcoming Action to be Done:  Discussions are ongoing with neighbours 
to determine if there are any strong objections to removing the mesh from 
the East Border.  If not, then the mesh screen can be removed.  At the 
same time as removing the mesh, the graffiti on the fence could also be 
removed. 

 
 

d. Reposition tree log at Side Path 
 

Observation:  Before the project began there was a tree log perched and 
leaning against shrubs and trees in the Side Path area.  This interfered 
with the growth of the natural systems and was unsightly.  Through this 
project we repositioned the log along the trail.  It will remain to provide 
nutrients as a nurse log, see Picture 15 and Picture 16 below. 
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Picture 15 - [Before] Leaning tree 
log 

 

 

Picture 16 – [After] Tree log 
moved along path 

 
e. West Entrance native plant showcase 

 
 
Observation:  Before this project began, the view of the Greenway 
looking down Ivy Place at the West Entrance was primarily a wall of non-
native plants with few native plants.  There were overgrown, grassy, 
weedy sections G-26, G-24, and G-30, with English Ivy.  Cotoneaster and 
other invasives were overwhelming section G-31.  Long spindly branches 
of the bordering Holly Tree, T-46, completely covered section G-29 
preventing any growth of other plants.  Significant amounts of very 
invasive Yellow Archangel (Lamium glaeobdolon) were prevalent 
throughout areas G-24 and G-26 (see Picture 17 below).  See Drawing 6 

below for location within the Greenway. 
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Drawing 6 – Location of West Entrance native plant showcase 

 
 
Through this project, our team, with active participation of the owners of 
1406 Ryan Street, trimmed the Holly tree T-46.  The team also removed 
English Ivy, cotoneaster, Yellow Archangel and other invasive plants 
resulting in space suitable for a native plant showcase to predominate the 
area instead of non-native invasive plants.  See Picture 17, Picture 18 and 
Picture 19 below showing the Yellow Archangel and showing the area 
before and after the work was done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T-46 
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Picture 17 - Yellow Archangel in Section G-24 

 
 

 

 

 

 
   

 

Picture 18 - [Before] Invasive 
plants overrunning West Entrance 

 

 

Picture 19 – [After] West Entrance 
cleaned up  
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Native plant gardening consultant, Pat Johnston, developed a series of 
detailed native planting designs for G-24, G-26, G-29, G-30, and G-31.  
The plant design was developed so that sections G-24, G-30 and G-31 
were would be showy through different seasons, shrubs in G-26 would 
block pedestrian access to rocks and planting at G-29 would provide 
screening for 1406 Ryan Street.  Here are some general concepts and 
notes relating to the design as noted by Pat Johnston: 
 

For continuity and to create a flow, the same three shrubs, Evergreen 
huckleberry, Low Oregon graph and Sword Fern, are planned for each 
of the four sections, G-24, G-26, G-29 and G-30.  These shrubs are 
reasonably shallow-rooted, evergreen, like shade and are easy to 
grow. 
 
The selection of the perennials and bulbs fit the conditions well and 
provide some color and interest for different seasons. 
 
The same ground cover is chosen for each section in order to create 
continuity and flow to the site. 

 
 
As the soil depth is quite shallow, plans are in place to add new soil in 
many of the sections. 
 
The location of the new planting designs, G-24, G-26, G-29, G-30 and G-
31 plus trees in the area are shown below in Drawing 7. 
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Drawing 7 – Location of new planting sections (G-24, G-26, G-29, G-30, G-31) 

 
 
Upcoming Project Preparation before November 2015 planting:   

The following work plan as noted below for areas G-24, G-26, G-
29, G-30 and G-31, plus the ordering of soil and plants are only 
proposals and are not confirmed until the City staff have reviewed 
them, incorporated any changes and been approved by City staff 
because they involve investments. 
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The following plants will be ordered for the G-24, G-26, G-29, G-30 and G-
31 sections of the West Entrance:   
 

- 10 Evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum) 
- 8 Licorice ferns (Polypodium glycyrrhiza) 
- 14 Low Oregon Grape (Mahonia nervosa) 
- 20 Sword fern (Polystichum munitum) 
- 1 Red Flowering Currant (Ribes sanguinium)  
- 12 Woodland strawberry (Frageria vesca) 
- 6 Trillium (Trillium ovatum) 
- 9 Red columbine (Aquilega formosa) 
- 16 Fringecup (Tellima grandiflora) 
- 10 Shooting star (Dodecatheon hendersonii) 
- 12 Camas (Camissia quamish) 
- 9 Fawn lily (Erythronium oregonum) 
- 6 Nodding onion (Allium cernuum) 
- 6 Yerba beuna (Satureja douglasii) 
- 4 Pearly everlasting (Anaphalis margaritacea) 
- 20 Stonecrop (Sedum spathulifolium) 
- 6 Stonecrop (Sedum oregonum) 
- 6 Stonecrop (Sedum lanceolate) 
- 12 Star flower (Trientalis arctica) 
- 6 Meadowrue (Thalictrum occidentalis) 
- 6 Hooker's fairybells (Disporium hookeri) 
- 6 Wild bleeding heart (Dicentra formosa) 
- 6 Salal (Gaulthier shallon) 

 

 
Soil will be ordered and placed as required for sections G-24, G-26, G-29, 
G-30 and G-31 to ensure there is appropriately 6” to 8” depth (areas next 
to curb may be shallower).   
 

 
Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:   
The plants and shrubs according to the general instructions in this section 
and detailed plans for each area below should be planted. 
 
When planting be sure to open up the root ball after it is taken from its pot 
and dig a deep enough hole for the plant.  Water the hole before planting 
and mulch after planting. 
 
Given these sections consist of rocky outcrops, shallow soil and tree roots; 
it may be difficult to plant as many shrubs as shown in the design.  Exact 
position of plants may vary according to the local conditions. 
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Twelve woodland strawberry (Frageria vesca), which are edible, will be 
used as a ground cover throughout the area.  Final placement will be 
assessed onsite as other plants are placed.   
 
New planting plans for each section are detailed below. 
 

New planting plan for G-29 
 

 

Drawing 8 - New planting design for G-29 

 
Important considerations for G-29 are: 

- deep shade 
- shallow soil 
- ample tree roots 
- key is to provide screen for 1406 Ryan Street 

 
Add the following new plants into section G-29 according to the 
planting design as shown in Drawing 8 above: 

 
- 2 Evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum) [EH] 
- 5 Low Oregon Grape (Mahonia nervosa) [LOG] 
- 7 Sword fern (Polystichum munitum) [SF] 
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This section is underneath a large Holly tree.  If the roots are 
particularly overwhelming and there is poor soil conditions, it may be 
appropriate to use Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) and Baldhip 
rose (Rosa gymnocarpa) since they do well in those conditions and in 
the deep shade. 

 
 
New planting plan for G-26 
 

 

Drawing 9 - New planting design for G-26 

 
Important considerations for G-26 are: 

- shade 
- shallow soil 
- rocky 
- key is to create barrier for walkers that may want to walk onto 

top of the rocks 
 

Add the following new plants into section G-26 according to the 
planting design as shown in Drawing 9 above: 
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- 3 Evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum) [EH] 
- 5 Low Oregon Grape (Mahonia nervosa) [LOG] 
- 5 Sword fern (Polystichum munitum) [SF] 
 
 

 
 
New planting plan for G-24 
 

 

Drawing 10 - New planting design for G-24 

 
Important considerations for G-24 are: 

- shade 
- shallow soil 
- rocky 
- key is to provide “showy” plants 
 

Add the following new plants into section G-24 according to the 
planting design as shown in Drawing 10 above: 

 
- 3 Evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum) [EH] 
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- 3 Low Oregon Grape (Mahonia nervosa) [LOG] 
- 5 Sword fern (Polystichum munitum) [SF] 
 
 

 
New planting plan for G-30 
 

 

Drawing 11 - New planting design for G-30 

 
Important considerations for G-30 are: 

- narrow strip 
- shallow soil 
- rocky 
- next to entrance to pathway 
 

Add the following new plants into section G-30 according to the 
planting design as shown in Drawing 11 above: 

 
- 2 Evergreen huckleberry (Vaccinium ovatum) [EH] 
- 1 Low Oregon Grape (Mahonia nervosa) [LOG] 
- 3 Sword fern (Polystichum munitum) [SF] 

 
Add 3 Licorice fern (Polypodium glycyrrhiza) at appropriate locations 
within G-30. 
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New planting plan for G-31 
 

 

Drawing 12 - New planting design for G-31 

 
Important considerations for G-31 are: 

- small raised bed 
- shallow soil 
- rocky 
- next to entrance to pathway 
- partial sun 
 

Add the following new plant into section G-31 according to the planting 
design as shown in Drawing 12 above: 

 
- 1 Red Flowering Currant (Ribes sanguinium) [RFC] 
 

Add 5 Licorice fern (Polypodium glycyrrhiza) at appropriate locations 
within G-31. 
 
Soil will be added as necessary.  Exact position of plant may vary 
according to the local conditions.   

 
 
Placing bulbs and perennials:   
 
After the shrubs have been planted as noted above, the following 
perennials and bulbs will be placed as shown described below.  Time 
permitting, these may be placed during the November planting work party, 
or at a later time. 
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Placing bulbs in section G-29 
 
The following list contains the perennials and bulbs to be placed in 
area G-35 within overall section G-29 (see Drawing 8): 
 

- 3 X Red columbine (Aquilega formosa) 
- 5 X Fringecup (Tellima grandiflora) 
- 5 X Shooting star (Dodecatheon hendersonii) 
- 6 X Camas (Camissia quamish) 
- 3 X Fawn lily (Erythronium oregonum) 
- 3 X Nodding onion (Allium cernuum) 
- 2 X Yerba beuna (Satureja douglasii) 
- 2 X Pearly everlasting (Anaphalis margaritacea) 
- 5 X Stonecrop (Sedum spathulifolium, oregonum, lanceolate) 

 
 
Placing bulbs in section G-26 
 
The following list contains the perennials and bulbs to be placed in 
area G-32 within section G-26 (see Drawing 9): 
 

- 3 X Red columbine (Aquilega formosa) 
- 3 X Fringecup (Tellima grandiflora) 
- 2 X Yerba beuna (Satureja douglasii) 
- 5 X Stonecrop (Sedum spathulifolium) 
- 3 X Stonecrop (Sedum oregonum) 
- 3 X Stonecrop (Sedum lanceolate) 

 
 
Placing bulbs in section G-24 
 
The following list contains the perennials and bulbs to be placed in 
area G-33 within section G-24 (see Drawing 10): 

 
- 3 X Trillium (Trillium ovatum) 
- 3 X Red columbine (Aquilega formosa) 
- 5 X Fringecup (Tellima grandiflora) 
- 5 X Shooting star (Dodecatheon hendersonii) 
- 6 X Camas (Camissia quamish) 
- 3 X Fawn lily (Erythronium oregonum) 
- 3 X Nodding onion (Allium cernuum) 
- 2 X Yerba beuna (Satureja douglasii) 
- 5 X Stonecrop (Sedum spathulifolium) 
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Placing bulbs in section G-30 

 
The following list contains the perennials and bulbs to be placed in 
area G-34 within section G-30 (see Drawing 11): 

 
- 3 X Fringecup (Tellima grandiflora) 
- 5 X Stonecrop (Sedum spathulifolium) 
- 3 X Stonecrop (Sedum oregonum) 
- 3 X Stonecrop (Sedum lanceolate) 

 
 
Placing bulbs in section G-31 
 
The following list contains the perennials and bulbs to be placed within 
section G-31 (if deeper pockets are found) (see Drawing 12): 

 
- 6 X Camas (Camissia quamish) 
- 3 X Fawn lily (Erythronium oregonum) 

 
 

Placing bulbs in all sections 
 
The following list contains the suitable perennials and bulbs to be 
placed throughout the West Entrance area: 
 

- 12 X Woodland strawberry (Frageria vesca) 
- 12 X Star flower (Trientalis arctica) 
- 6 X Meadowrue (Thalictrum occidentalis) 
- 6 X Hooker's fairybells (Disporium hookeri) 
- 6 X Wild bleeding heart (Dicentra formosa) 
- 6 X Salal (Gaulthier shallon) 

 
 
Maintenance:  After the sections G-24, G-26, G-29, G-30 and G-31 have 
been planted, these sections will need to be monitored each year for 
return of weeds, including Yellow Archangel. 
 
 

f. Clean up Side Path 

 
Observation:  The shrubs on the north part of the Side Path section (S-6, 
S-7) and English Ivy (G-19, G-17) are creating a mass of entangled 
branches that are overwhelming the native plants, are difficult to manage 
and are an eye-sore.  Some preliminary pruning has been done to S-6, S-
7, G-19 and G-17. 
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Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  The G-19 and G-17 
English Ivy and S-6 and S-7 shrubs could be further pruned to be more 
manageable. 

 

Maintenance:  Each year in late summer, ensure that G-19 and G-17 
English Ivy and S-6 and S-7 shrubs are pruned.   
 
 

g. Add to inventory survey 
 

Observation:  A survey of the locations of the trees, shrubs, ground 
cover, major rocks, paths and paved areas was done.  A few main 
characteristics such as diameters of trees were documented but not 
completed. 
 
Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  The diameters of trees 
T-33 to T-47 are missing in the survey and should be measured, as time 
permits.  This is done by measuring the circumference at a height of 4.5 
feet (1.4 meters) and dividing by pi. 
 
Maintenance:  Each year check if any new items need to be added to the 
inventory, add as appropriate (see Appendix I and Appendix II). 
.   

 
h.  Remove English Ivy along the top of the hill 

 

Observation:  Before the project began, there was a wall of invasive, non-
native trees at the west end of the pathway.  Part of the West Hilltop 
consists of English Ivy, G-12, along the top of the hill.  During the project, 
a significant amount of the English Ivy, G-12, was removed from along the 
top of the hill, but not all of it. 

 

Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  Remove all the 
English Ivy, G-12, from along the top of the hill. 
 
Maintenance:  Each year make sure the English Ivy does not grow back 
along the top of the hill.   
 
 

i. Remove English Ivy from East to West around Central Field 
 

Observation:  Before the project began, English Ivy covered most of the 
South Trees (G-7, G-9 and G-18) area, but was already scarce on the 
Camas Field (G-4 and G-5).  The goal of the project is to remove as much 
of the English Ivy in G-7, G-9 and G-18 as possible, starting from East to 
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West, but it is recognized that it may not be possible within the 2015 
project to remove it all.  During the 2015 project so far, significant progress 
was made in removing the English Ivy in G-7 and G-9 (see pictures below 
at Picture 18 and Picture 19 for examples of the work done).   

 
Many pockets suitable for new native plantings were exposed by the 
removal of the invasive plants.  The location of this new area ready for 
planting is shown in the diagram below at Drawing 13 below. 

 
   

   

 

Picture 20 - [Before] Invasive plants 
overrunning West Entrance 

 

 

Picture 21 – [After] West Entrance cleaned 
up  
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Drawing 13 – Location of new plantings around Central Field 

 
 
Upcoming Project Preparation before November 2015 planting:   
As noted earlier, before committing to investments in pathway 
improvements or plant material, the detailed planting plan will be 
discussed with City Staff and approved by them.  The following plants are 
required for this section:   
 

- 9 Sword Ferns (Polystichum munitum)  
- 10 assorted native plants 

 
Upcoming November 2015 planting work party:  Continue removing 
English Ivy from East to West.  Plant the 9 Sword Ferns (Polystichum 
munitum) and the 10 assorted native plants throughout G-7, G-9 and G-18 
sections.   

 

Maintenance:  Each year make sure the English Ivy does not grow back 
in section G-7, G-9 and cleared section of G-18.   
 
 

G-18 

G-7 

G-9 

G-5 

G-4 
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j. Walkway drainage considerations and East Entrance 
 

Observation:  Feedback from neighbours revealed that every year the 
lower path gets very wet in winter and causes pooling.  The walkway W-1 
around Camas Fields is particularly affected.  Under these wet conditions, 
pedestrians then tend to walk along the edge of path, making the path 
wider and wider, and ultimately threatening the ecosystem of the 
neighbouring field through alternate paths.  The water pooling occurs after 
significant rains have occurred.  Of interest, this area feeds into Bowker 
Creek and is along the watershed boundary.   
 
Over a 12 hour period starting from October 30 9pm, 2015, approximately 
35 mm of rain fell (Oaklands School measuring station) providing an 
opportunity to view and document the drainage issues in action.  Water 
emerged like a spring from just downstream from rock R-3 and ran down 
along W-1 in a significant stream, then between  Snowberry S-1 and Garry 
Oaks T-12/T-13, and onward down the pavement to Hamilton.  In certain 
places, such as just past rock R-3, the stream is 2 to 3 cm deep.  This 
means that pedestrians are forced to walk on the neighbouring fields 
causing more damage to the ecosystem.  This confirms the reports from 
the neighbours. 
 
The Picture 22 below shows the stream that was created in response to 

the rain.  It would be representative of the conditions throughout the 
winter. 
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Picture 22 - Drainage issue near East Entrance 

 
 

On October 31 while the stream was running, a total of nine members of 
the team viewed the drainage situation and offered various possible 
solutions: 
 
1.  Add a waterbar to divert the water off the path.  Issues:  The concerns 

are that neighbouring areas may see increased drainage issues. 
 

2. Dig a trench along W-1, fill with drainage rock and cover with chips.  
Issues:  The costs and construction complexity of this solution are 
expected to be higher and there is uncertainty of the surface below 
which might reveal impenetrable solid rock. 

 
3. Modify the trail path to run to the south of the existing path (running 

south of T-15, T-16 and T-17).  Issues:  The path would need to clamor 
over rocks and would run through a new Camas field.   

  
4. Modify the trail path to run along the south boundary of right-of-way.  

Issues:  This would require major changes to the existing path.   

Water emerges 

at this location 

Water flows 
down W-1 path 

to pavement 

Rock R-3 

Rock R-2 

Trees T-15, T-16 
and T-17 

Trees T-12 
and T-13 
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5. Modify the trail path to run just to the north of the existing path on 

higher ground from rock R-3 to approx. walkway W-2, provide a 
crossing to the south, and modify trail path south of W-1, T-12 and T-
13 to higher ground (see picture below at Picture 23 and drawing 
below at Drawing 14).   

 
 

After analyzing the five possible solutions, it was agreed that the most 
appropriate solution to try at this time is solution #5.  This solution 
provides the least amount of changes, ensures that there would be no 
change to the water stream, the cost is lower, it can be reversed, and 
there is minimal effect on the camas fields. 
 
The new plantings will consist of transplanted snowberry plants and a red 
flowering currant for area #1.  Two hardhack (Spiraea douglasii) and 2 
Red osier dogwood (Cornus stolonifera) will be planted at area #2. 

 
 

 

 

Picture 23 - Change path (solution #5) to deal with drainage issue 

 
 

New planting #2 
of shrubs 

here 

Modified 

pathway 

New planting #1 
of shrubs 

here 

Crossing 
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Drawing 14 – Location of modified path (solution #5) and new planting area 

 
One level of success can be determined by observing if during the wet 
periods, the new pathway does not pool with water (e.g. substantially less 
than 2 cm deep). 
 
It is anticipated that the plans outlined here will be reviewed by City Staff 
and thereafter be implemented at an appropriate time.  
 
Another design concept had been explored by the team to widen the 
space between the Snowberry S-1 and Garry Oaks T-12/T-13, but with 
this updated drainage design, it is now recommended that the drainage be 
the main focus for the East Entrance for the 2015 project.   
 
Maintenance:  Each year in winter after significant rains have fallen, 
check that the drainage techniques used to reduce drainage on the trail 
are working appropriately.  Re-enforce as necessary. 
 
 

 

New planting #2 
of shrubs 

here 

Modified 

pathway 

New planting #1 
of shrubs 

here 

Crossing 
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k. Change Name and Designation 
 

Discussion:  A significant goal of this project is to eradicate the English 
Ivy from the site and therefore it does not seem appropriate to call the site, 
“Ivy Place Greenway”.   A number of suggestions were discussed and 
“Oaklands Greenway” seems to have strongest support.  The name 
“Oaklands Greenway” is the appropriate since this Greenway is the most 
focused on the Garry Oak ecosystem in Oaklands (and namesake).  In 
addition, it is near another natural area, the “Oaklands Green”.  The name 
“Ivy Place Greenway” has only recently been used so does not have an 
established meaning. 
 
The site is a “People Only” Greenway with a remnant ecosystem, yet 
exists on a Road Right-of-Way. 
 
Actions Required:  It is suggested to change or initiate changing the 
name of the site to “Oaklands Greenway” and to investigate the 
procedures to change its designation from a roadway to a “Greenway”. 
 
 
 

l. Directional signs 
 

Observation:  The combination of obscure entranceways and lack of 
signage makes it hard for neighbours to find and discover the Ivy Place 
Greenway.  One method to improving visibility of the Greenway has 
already been outlined by providing a plant showcase at the West Entrance 
and improving the East Entrance.  In addition, two directional signs will be 
placed at strategic locations directing pedestrians to the Greenway.   
 
Discussions were held regarding possible sign designs and location.  It 
was suggested to use large graphics depicting a walking person.  The use 
of the word “Greenway” on a sign requires a special process, and the “Ivy 
Place” name is under discussion and may take some time to finalize.  
Therefore, it is recommended to use generic words and that the sign 
should say, “Nature Walk”.   It has also been recommended that the sign 
should also indicate that the path is steep. 
 
Therefore, the following sign design as shown in Figure 1 is proposed: 
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Figure 1 - Proposed Sign 

 
12” 

 
The new signs are the same width (12”) as the “No Parking” and “School 
Loading Zone” signs.  The new signs are taller than the “No Parking” signs 
and shorter than the “School Loading Zone” signs.  The new signs are to 
be made of the same material and mounted the same way as the other 
signs. 
 
One new “Nature Walk” sign should be placed on its own pole at a height 
of 78” in the East Border section close to Hamilton Street as shown in red 
in Picture 24 below.  There was an idea of mounting the sign on the power 

pole, but it has been discovered that the procedure for doing so would be 
too time consuming.  
 

15” 



Ludo Bertsch, Ivy Place Greenway            Ref:  IvyPlace_EcosystemPlan_028.docx                         Page 46 of 69 

 

Picture 24 - Proposed location for East sign 

 
The second new “Nature Walk” sign for the west end should be attached 
to an existing sign post near the intersection of Ivy Place and Ryan Street 
shown as #1 in Picture 25 below.  If for some reason that location is not 

possible, the secondary location is shown as #2. 
 

 

Picture 25 - Proposed locations for West sign 
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m. Expand beyond vegetation; consider fauna 
 

Discussion:  Although the focus of the 2015 project has been the Garry 
Oak vegetation, feedback from the team has stressed that to have a truly 
robust and sustainable ecosystem, it will be important to enhance and 
protect the habitat for the rare and/or endangered fauna associated with 
Garry Oak ecosystems:  birds, bees, bats, invertebrates, amphibians, etc.   
 
After discussions, it was decided that in this year, 2015, to place a bird 
house on a snag, T-6, along the East Border at a height of 12’.  See 
location in Drawing 15 and picture as shown in Picture 26.  The Habitat 

Acquisition Trust will supply the bird house and installation as a donation. 
 
On-site considerations for other fauna, such as decaying woody debris, 
wildlife/nurse logs, will be investigated and provided as appropriate. 
 
Actions Required:  The bird house will be installed as time permits. 
 
 

 
 

Snag, T-6 and new 
bird house 

Drawing 15 - Location of new bird house 
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Picture 26 - Location of bird house 

 
 
 
 
 

n. Initial development of general Greenway and Ivy Place Greenway 
guidelines 

 

Discussion:  It is suggested that guidelines be developed for Greenways 
in general and for the Ivy Place Greenway itself.   
 
 
 
 

  

New bird 
house 

Snag, T-6 
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2. Long term Improvement Plan  (This section describes work anticipated in years 

beyond the current year’s work plan) 
 

a. Maintenance:  A full itemized maintenance plan for use in the long term 
has been developed to support the Greenway.  See Section 3, 
Maintenance and Replacement Program. 

 
 

b. Invasive Plant Removal:  The removal of the following invasive plants is 
of top priority, but there may be some consequences of removal or 
particular cautions should be taken.  The following will be considered for 
work in 2016 and subsequent years. 

 
i. There are limited Garry Oaks in the West section of the Greenway, 

so a focus should be on preserving the few that do exist in that 
area.  There is a key Garry Oak (T-34) in the Side Path area.  
There are quite a few invasives that invading the area and an 
analysis should be done to determine which invasives should be 
removed.   Here is a list of invasives to consider: 

Bamboo (S-11) 
Viburnum (S-8) 
English Ivy (G-15) 
 

If any of these are removed, considerations should be made for 
planting native shrub understory in its place. 
 

ii. There is a wall of invasive, non-native trees at the west end of the 
pathway.  Part of the West Hilltop consists of the only Cherry-
Laurels (S-14, S-17) found in the area.  In order to present a more 
natural and native ambiance to the Greenway, and to improve the 
ecosystem for the native species, it is suggested that these trees 
be considered for removal and replaced with native trees.   

 
iii. To the north of the West Climb, there are numerous invasive 

shrubs and trees (for example, S-12, G-14, S-10, S-9, S-21).  
These invasive plants ensure that the walkway W -3 and W-4 acts 
as a dead-end.  The invasive plants should be removed in the 
future, but aligned with their removal new trees and shrubs should 
be ready to be planted to ensure that the walkway W-3 and W-4 
remain as a dead-end. 

 
iv. The steep hillside between the West Hilltop and Side Path is 

covered with invasive plants (G-11) with significant English Ivy.  
These invasive plants should be removed but considerations 
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should be given to planting new plants in its place to ensure erosion 
does not occur. 

 
 
 

c. Central Field Enhancement:  The Central Field is a grass field without 
shrubs and, we believe, without substantial camas or other underlying 
flowers.  It is surrounded by shrubs yet is still in a fairly open space 
creating a unique opportunity for a centrally located bench, sign, or other 
point of interest.  During the spring of 2016, close observation should be 
made to confirm exactly what resides in the field – are there native 
flowers?  Are there invasive flowers?  Based upon the result of that study, 
a final design could be confirmed. 

 
 

d. East Entrance Enhancements: There are a number of predominate 

issues relating to the East Entrance of the Greenway including parking on 
paved roadway (P-1), presentation as a public Greenway, privacy for 1401 
Hamilton Road, and overwhelming use of pavement.   For 2015, there will 
be some work to improve the entrance primarily dealing with drainage and 
directional signage.  In the long term, it is expected there will be a more 
wholesome approach to redesign of the area be including evaluating the 
most appropriate use of the pavement, improved signage (potentially 
educational), further-enhanced showcase gardens, split rail fence and 
dedicated pedestrian access.  
 
 

e. Drainage:  The path gets very wet in winter, particularly walkway W-1 

around Rocks R-3 to R-6.  This area feeds into Bowker Creek and is along 
the watershed boundary.  While some initial work is expected to be done 
in the 2015 plan, the progress will need to be re-evaluated for 
performance in 2016 in the midst of the wet season – January to March.  
Additional drainage techniques may be attempted during 2016 and 
subsequent years based upon the success of those initial approaches.   
 
If drainage techniques are not resulting in satisfactory results, other 
possible approaches include investigating alternate routes.  These 
alternate routes may be used all the time, or only during wet conditions. 
 
Once there has been success in dealing with the drainage issues, then 
appropriate public communications, including potentially signage, could be 
developed together with the Bowker Creek Initiative to help educate about 
the importance of watershed and drainage considerations. 
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f. Watering:  Although the native plants once established require little water, 

they do require water for the first couple of years after planting.  Water will 
be supplied from a water connection with participating neighbours.  It is 
anticipated that in future years, a fully connected water tap may be added 
to the project either at the West or East entrances. 
 

 
g. Expand beyond vegetation:  Although the focus of the 2015 project has 

been the Garry Oak vegetation, feedback from the team has stressed to 
have a truly robust and sustainable ecosystem, it will be important to 
consider the animals:  birds, bees and mammals etc.  In 2015 some initial 
steps are planned to be done, and in the future further work will be done to 
enhance even more opportunities for the fauna.  Also, if possible, 
measures will be done to reduce the non-resident animals. 
 

 
h. Continued development of Greenway guidelines:  The development of 

guidelines for Greenways in general and for the Ivy Place Greenway itself 
was introduced in the 2015 project.  In subsequent years, it is expected 
that such guidelines will continue to be developed. 
 
 

 
 

3. To Do  (This section provides a list of the documentation that still needs to be 
refined or to be developed) 
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APPENDIX 
 

I. Mapping of Greenway Objects 
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II. Inventory of Greenway Flora 
 
 

G-1 
 

S-1 Snowberry T-1 Garry Oak  
G-2 

 
S-2 Ocean Spray T-2 Garry Oak  

G-3 
 

S-3  T-3 Garry Oak  
G-4 

 
S-4 Ocean Spray T-4 Garry Oak  

G-5 Camas S-5 Snowberry T-5 Garry Oak  
G-6 Camas S-6 Other T-6 Garry Oak  
G-7 Other S-7 Snowberry T-7 Garry Oak  

 
English Ivy S-8 Virburnum T-8 Garry Oak  

G-8 
 

S-9 Snowberry T-9 Garry Oak  
G-9 English Ivy S-10 St John's Wort T-10 Garry Oak  

G-10 
 

S-11 Bamboo T-11 Garry Oak  
G-11 Various S-12  T-12 Garry Oak  
G-12 English Ivy S-13 English Holly T-13 Garry Oak  
G-13 English Ivy S-14 Cherry-laurel T-14 Garry Oak  
G-14 English Ivy S-15 Mock Orange T-15 Garry Oak  
G-15 English Ivy S-16 Himalayan Blackberry T-16 Garry Oak  
G-16 English Ivy S-17 Cherry-laurel T-17 Garry Oak  
G-17 English Ivy S-18 Golden chain tree T-18 Garry Oak  
G-18 English Ivy S-19 Golden chain tree T-19 Garry Oak  
G-19 English Ivy S-20 Snowberry T-20 Garry Oak  
G-20 Honesty S-21 Sedum T-21 Garry Oak  
G-21 English Ivy S-22 Scotch broom T-22 Garry Oak  
G-22 Thistles S-23 Cotoneaster T-23 Garry Oak  
G-23 English Ivy S-24 Spurge Daphne T-24 Garry Oak  
G-24 Other S-25 Snowberry T-25 Golden chain tree  
G-25 Fall Crocus S-26 Snowberry and others T-26 Other  
G-26 Other   T-27 Garry Oak  
G-27 English Ivy   T-28 Garry Oak  
G-28 English Ivy   T-29 Other  
G-29 Other   T-30 Other  
G-30 Other   T-31 Garry Oak  
G-31 Other   T-32 Garry Oak  
G-32 New perennials   T-33 Garry Oak  
G-33 New perennials   T-34 Garry Oak  
G-34 New perennials   T-35 Maple  
G-35 New perennials   T-36 Douglas Fir  

    T-37 Fir  
    T-38 Garry Oak  
    T-39 Other  
    T-40 Cedar  
    T-41 Cedar  
    T-42 Fir  
    T-43 Garry Oak  
    T-44 Fir  
    T-45 Fir  
    T-46 Holly  
    T-47 Fir  
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III.  Best months to kill invasive plants 

 
Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/best_time_to_remove_invasive_species.pdf 
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IV. Methods to remove Scotch Broom (Cytisus scoparius) 
 
Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); Scotch Broom 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Broom_revised.pdf  (1 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Broom_revised.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); Scotch Broom  
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Broom_revised.pdf  (2 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Broom_revised.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); Scotch Broom 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Broom_revised.pdf  (3 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Broom_revised.pdf
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V. Methods to remove Himalayan Blackberry (Rubus 

armeniacus/discolor/procerus) 
 
Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); Blackberry 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Blackberry_revised.pdf   (1 of 3) 

   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Blackberry_revised.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); Blackberry 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Blackberry_revised.pdf (2 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Blackberry_revised.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); Blackberry 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Blackberry_revised.pdf  (3 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Blackberry_revised.pdf
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VI. Methods to remove Daphne (Daphne laureola) 

 
Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); Daphne 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Daphne_revised.pdf   (1 of 2) 

   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Daphne_revised.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); Daphne 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Daphne_revised.pdf (2 of 2) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Daphne_revised.pdf
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VII. Methods to remove English Ivy (Hedera helix) 

 
Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); English Ivy 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Ivy_revised.pdf   (1 of 3) 

   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Ivy_revised.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); English Ivy 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Ivy_revised.pdf (2 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Ivy_revised.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); English Ivy 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Ivy_revised.pdf  (3 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Best_Practices_for_Ivy_revised.pdf
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VIII. Methods to remove St John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum) 
 
Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); St. John’s Wort 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Hypericum-species.pdf   (1 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Hypericum-species.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); St John’s Wort 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Hypericum-species.pdf (2 of 3) 
   

  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Hypericum-species.pdf
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Source: Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team (GOERT); St John’s Wort 
http://www.goert.ca/documents/Hypericum-species.pdf  (3 of 3) 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

http://www.goert.ca/documents/Hypericum-species.pdf
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IX. Liability form from Habitat Acquisition Trust for work parties 
 

 


